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NOTE: This plan is subject to change 
 

2020-2021 School Year  
Safety and Health Plan and Protocols for Opening School 

St. Patrick Catholic School 
Tacoma, WA 

 

Arrival 
Guidelines 

● Students should arrive at the designated locations per the 
published schedule. Social distancing of 6 feet is our norm 
everywhere on campus where possible. 

●  All students 5 years and older must wear cloth face coverings 
or face shields.  It is recommended that PreK students wear 
masks.  Anyone with certain respiratory conditions may be 
excused from wearing a mask. Parents/guardians should take 
children’s’ temperature prior to drop-off and have considered 
the morning health questionnaire.*  Any child with a 
temperature above 100.4 degrees or showing symptoms of 
COVID-19 should not be brought to school. 

● There should be no congregating and students should remain 
masked and socially-distanced when waiting to enter the 
school building. 

● Temperatures will be taken and specific health questions* 
asked by school staff at the entry points. Students with 
temperatures above 100.4 or who answer affirmatively to the 
health questions will be isolated and parents will be notified to 
pick them up. 

● Non-employee adults should not enter the school building 
with the exception of first-floor parents going into select areas 
of the gym.  All adults entering the building will have 
temperatures taken and health questions asked of them. 

● * Questions will include: Do you or your child have any of the 
following symptoms that are not attributable to another 
condition? A fever of 100.4 or higher? Shortness of breath? A 
cough?  Have you vomited in the last 48 hours?  Unusually 
fatigued?  A loss of taste or smell? 

Arrival and 
Dismissal 

Pre-K Students 
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Schedule Arrival Time 8:15-8:25 am (Classes begin at 8:30 
am) 

Gym Arrival/Dismissal 
Points 

Pre-K 3: Northwest door 
Pre-K 4: West door  
Pre-K Half Day: Northwest door 

Dismissal Time 2:30 pm 
 1st Floor Kindergarten Students 

Arrival Time 8:25-8:35 am (Classes begin at 8:40 
am) 

Gym Arrival/Dismissal 
Point 

Northeast door 

Dismissal Time 2:40 pm 
Second Floor Students 

Arrival Time 8:25-8:35 am (Classes begin at 8:40 
am) 

Arrival/Dismissal 
Points 

K: Front door 
1st/2nd Split: Front door 
Grade 1: Playground center door 
Grade 2: Front door 

Dismissal Time 2:40 pm 
                              Grades 3-5 

Arrival Time 8:15-8:25 am (Classes begin at 8:30 
am) 

Arrival/Dismissal 
Points 

Grade 3: Playground center door 
Grade 4: Garden area door 
Grade 5: Playground southeast door 

Dismissal Time 2:30 pm 
                              Grades 6-8  

Arrival Time 8:30-8:40 am (Classes begin at 8:45 
am) 

Arrival/Dismissal 
Points 

Grades 6  Playground center door 
Grades 7-8 Playground southeast door 
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Dismissal Time 2:45 pm 
 

Notes re 
arrivals 

The playground will be used as a drive-through drop-off in the 
morning.  All students entering through the playground doors should 
arrive or be dropped off at that location. Students will be checked in 
under tenting on the school building side.  Traffic will be managed 
similarly to afternoon pickup. 
Neighborhood parking will be required for dropping off students for 
both the gym and the front door locations. 
During Phase 2 of the Safe Start Washington reopening, lockers will 
be used by Middle School for jackets or clothing only.  Phase 3 will 
allow books to be stored for the afternoon session, and be collected 
at the end of the day. 

Notes re 
Departures/Pi

ck up 

Parents or guardians should plan on picking up their children at the 
same locations they dropped them off.  Teachers will bring their 
classes to the designated doors for parents to collect their children 
without entering the building.  
The playground will be used as a drive-through pick up in the 
afternoon.  
Cars should not park on the playground for extended periods of time. 
If picking up multiple children it is advisable to find parking on 
Yakima Street for grades 3-8 pick-up. 
 

● Classes starting at 8:30 am will end at 2:30 pm 
● Classes starting at 8:40 am will end at 2:40 pm 
● Middle School begins at 8:45 am and ends at 2:45 pm. 

Cleaning and 
Sanitizing 

AM 
Extended Care classroom and library will be cleaned by Extended 
Care teachers and sanitized by Maintenance (or designee) staff prior 
to regular classes arriving. 
 
During the School Day 
The school’s Facilities Director and a member of the Service Master 
team will sanitize public areas twice during the school day.  
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A schedule will be followed for specific areas that require multiple 
student group use; ie gym, Middle School rooms, Sick Room and 
Isolation Room. 
Outside play areas will be sanitized by both Maintenance staff and 
designated teachers (with gloves). 
The Front Office will be sanitized by Office Staff. 
The Kitchen will be cleaned and sanitized by Kitchen Staff with 
food-safe products. 
Staff Room will be cleaned and sanitized by designated faculty. 
 
PM 
All classrooms, offices, and hallways will be cleaned and sanitized at 
the end of the school day by our Service Master vendor. 
Teachers should clear off all student desks as well as their own 
personal desk space around their computers.  
All student learning materials that were used should be left out in a 
designated area for sanitizing. 
All materials needed for the next day should be placed in a 
designated area for sanitizing. 

Products and 
Equipment 

● Soap dispensers will be available in bathrooms and in 
classrooms with sinks, including the gym. 

● Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the building (at all 
entry points) and in classrooms.  All sanitizers will be at least 
70% ethyl alcohol and approved by the Health Department 

● The school will limit or eliminate the use of aerosols. 
Sanitizing equipment will use electrostatic technology, 
dispensing sanitizer which meets the safety standards for 
children and food safety. 

● St. Pats will continue to monitor cleaning protocols using the 
expertise of professionals from our School Commission and 
our custodial contract.  

● PreK through Grade 2 will have specific cleaning protocols for 
toys and other learning manipulatives.  Diluted household 
bleach solutions will be utilized for regular and multiple daily 
cleaning.  

Sickness Any adult or student who expressed being sick or shows signs of 
illness will be moved to the sick room for observation, questions, and 
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temperature taking.  Anyone who has COVID symptoms will be 
moved to the isolation room per Health Dept. protocol.  Parents will 
be notified if the sick person is a student and questions will be asked 
when the parent/guardian arrives (contact tracing related).  If it is 
determined that the illness is not consistent with COVID symptoms, 
the student will be moved to the sick room in the school 
office-parents will be notified. 
 
Current Health Department guidelines will determine how long a sick 
student or adult will need to stay away from school.  Currently, 
anyone with a temperature above 100.4 must be away from school 
for 72 hours without fever-reducing medication.  Anyone testing 
positive for COVID will be required to follow all Health Department 
guidelines prior to returning to school.  St Pats will notify the Health 
Dept for any positive test and follow their guidelines for tracing, 
sanitizing, and closure. 

School 
Closure 

St. Pats will close based on orders of the Governor, the Washington 
State Department of Health, or the Tacoma-Pierce County Health 
Department.  If the school closes for more than two days, we will 
move to distance learning for all grade levels. 

School Day Considerations 

Lunches Under our current Phase 2, we will have pre-packaged box lunches 
for room delivery.  Students will eat in their classrooms or outside 
weather dependent.   When we move to Phase 3, and with Health 
Dept guidelines, we will use the gym as our cafeteria within the 50 
person capacity ruling. 

Recess/ 
Outdoor Play 

 

Schools are encouraged to allow students to be outside as much as 
possible within the social distancing requirements.  Recess or 
outdoor activities will be scheduled for daily use of the playgrounds. 
Non-competitive, not physical touch activities will be supervised. 
Play on the big toys are within the current Health Dept guidelines 
and will be allowed with sanitizing between groups.  All other 
playground equipment will be used per guidelines and sanitizing 
protocols. 
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Lockers Lockers will be used only by Middle School students in Phase 2 and 
will only be used for coats or sweatshirts.  We will move into morning 
and afternoon session textbooks in lockers after the beginning of the 
school year to determine the safety of such a decision. 

 
 
 


