


Summer Climb for Incoming 6th Grade English Students 
 

Dear incoming 6th graders and parents,  
 
Summer vacation has almost arrived! While summer is a wonderful time to take a trip, visit family 
and friends, and get some rest and relaxation, it is also a great time to read a book or two! As 
lifelong, continuous learners, it is important to keep our minds active. One way to do this is by 
reading some great books! 
 
Reading over the summer not only helps us maintain and enhance our reading skills, but it also 
helps establish a great habit. For the upcoming school year, each student is required to read The 
Pearl, and complete the assigned discussion questions and book report (see requirements 
below). If you do not have the means to buy the book at a book store or online (try 
amazon.com!), check out the local libraries. If you have the book, please bring it on the first day of 
school. Also, try to create a reading goal for yourself. This is a significant assignment and should 
not be left for the last week of summer. My suggestion is to try to read at least 20-30 minutes a 
day and get started on the book report before August.  
 
Have a wonderful and relaxing summer! Don’t forget to exercise your brains! 
 
In Christ, 
Mrs. Lilly  
 

 

Assignment 1: Discussion Questions 
 
This year, teachers of each grade level have chosen a book for students to read with their 
families. These books tie to the Student Learning Expectation (SLE): We solve problems. For sixth 
grade, I have combined the family literacy book with our Summer Climb English assignment.  
 
Read The Pearl by John Steinbeck with your family and discuss the following questions. Write or 
type your answers to the discussion questions. Each of your answers should be at least 4 
sentences and be written in complete sentences with correct punctuation and grammar. If you 
type your answers, print them out, so you can bring them to class on the first day of school. Be 
ready to share your responses with the class. 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. What is the main conflict (problem) in The Pearl? 
2. How do the characters try to solve the main conflict? 
3. What obstacles must the characters face in trying to solve the conflict? 
4. If you were faced with the same conflict, how would you solve the problem? 
5. Do you think the conflict is resolved at the end of the story? Why or why not? Why do you 

think the author chose to end the story like this? 
 
 



Assignment 2: Amazon Book Report 
 
After reading and discussing The Pearl with your family, complete the assignment below. 
 
Every book on Amazon.com has a listing that informs buyers about the book. You are now a 
marketing expert for Amazon. Your job is to create an Amazon listing for The Pearl. Use the 
template provided as a formatting guide and to see how all of the requirements come together 
to form one book report. 
 
Requirements: 
 

 A new, original book cover that you design and draw (must be hand-drawn) 
 A drawing of two important scenes from the book (must be hand-drawn) 
 Book Title (italicized) 
 Author’s name 
 A “hook” – a one to two sentence preview summary that will capture a potential reader 

and make them want to buy this book! 
 A summary (short!) 
 Product details: age range, grade level, number of pages, publisher 
 3-5 meaningful quotes that represent the story well (with page number) 
 An editorial review of the book (that you have written) 
 Rank OR recommendation: EITHER rank this book against 4 other books you have read 

recently OR recommend other books people may like if they are interested in this book 
 Your name (you may put your name on the back if you wish) 

 
Each of these requirements should be drawn or written in your own words. You may choose to 
type or neatly handwrite your listing. The size of paper is up to you, as long as it includes all the 
requirements. Remember, you are trying to attract potential buyers, so color and creativity are 
strongly encouraged.  
 
Due Date: September 4th (first day of school) 




