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I have only been at St. Pat’s for a few months. This is also the first Catholic School 

I have been at. However, it has already has had an great impact on me. I learned 

something important at St. Pat’s about service. Service isn’t about getting five 

hours by the end of the semester, or even ten by the end of the year. Service is 

about changing the world in your own way, with little baby steps.  

I don’t think I would have decided to do service if it wasn’t required. Before 

St. Pat’s, I knew people who did crossing guard, helped with clothing drives, and 

donated money and food. Those people weren’t me. My parents did those things 

sometimes, but I never really thought about what was going to happen to the can of 

soup I tossed in the donation bin. But as I do more service hours, I began to see 

how I am helping the world. 

I read a quote by Gandhi that really spoke to me. “To give pleasure to a 

single heart by a single act is better than a thousand heads bowing in prayer.” 

While praying to God may help, allowing God to act through you is so much 

better. In times of need, everyone needs someone to lean on. Be that person! Step 



 

up and serve the community in your own way. Maybe, if you are a friend to others, 

they will be a friend back, especially when you need them most. 

Service can save so many people, but most of all, you yourself are saved. 

Service taught me how to become a part of something bigger. I am only a speck in 

the world, but our population is more than a speck. We are a great species working 

together to create a great world. If everyone had to do five service hours, or even 

one service hour, we could do amazing things. I might be changing the world, or I 

might be making the tiniest difference in the tiniest life. But can a life be tiny? If 

this boy makes a difference in one or two people’s life, and they make a difference 

in a few people’s lives… it continues on and on until the world is changed. Even if 

I’m not saving the world, St. Pat’s is the reason I ever tried, and I will be forever 

grateful for that. 


