
MIDDLE SCHOOL ELECTIVES 

2017-18  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS (Updated 1/8/18) 
All courses run for one semester unless otherwise noted and will be offered both 1st and 2nd semesters.  
 
 
ART (Mrs. Keller) 
Creativity is key in art in middle school! Students will explore the core elements of art through a variety of 
media including painting, drawing, printmaking, and ceramics.  We will discover art styles and techniques 
through exploration of history and art from diverse cultures. Students will learn how to formulate perspective 
that will help add to their body of creative knowledge. 
 
Projects will change throughout the year so that students continuing through both semesters (if space is 
available) will experience a variety of different techniques and styles. Each project will help students learn skills 
to further their own creative process. 
 
 
BAND (Ms. Bales) 
Band will be an exciting opportunity for students being taught by Bellarmine music teachers.  The emphasis will 
be on instrumentation as well as producing a quality band sound.  Students will be invited to weekly 
after-school full-deanery band instruction to be held at Bellarmine.  Band is a full-year course.  A fee will 
apply. 
 
 
CODING AND ROBOTICS (Mr. Wilde) 
This hands-on, real-world application and integration of the STEM fields is designed to prepare 
highly-motivated students to pursue honors and advanced placement science, mathematics, and engineering 
courses in high school.  Working in dynamic teams and using Scratch, CODE.org, LEGO Mindstorms, and 
other platforms, students will  engineer robotic agents capable of executing programmed code to best 
accomplish a wide variety of challenges.  Note:  Students with LEGO Robotics and/or other coding 
experience will be given priority.  This class is offered to 7th and 8th graders. 
 
 
GEOMETRY (Ms. Brennecke) 
Geometry is the 8th grade portion of the Honors Math curriculum and is offered this year during an elective 
period for enrollment and scheduling reasons.  Students who are enrolled in Geometry will have an opportunity 
to take Study Hall or Service instead of the regular 8th grade core math class and should speak to Mrs. 
Bucholz to arrange this.  Prerequisite: Successful completion of the 7th grade Honors Math (Algebra) 
class in 2016-17. 
 
 
GLOBAL ISSUES AND DEBATE (Mr. Miller) 
This elective course will be a research and project based study of current issues confronting the world today 
and how nations work together to solve problems.  The course will operate under the construct of a Model 
United Nations.  Potential issues covered: world trade, poverty,  problems of developing nations, the migration 
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of peoples, environmental pollution, conservation of the world’s resources, and international conflict among 
others.  Students will develop basic geography skills.  These include map reading and place name 
identification.  As students gain a global perspective of issues facing other countries and the world as a whole, 
they will become increasingly aware of their connection to the world beyond our immediate surroundings. 
 
 
INTRO TO STEM (Mrs. Ishida) 
This exciting elective will engage students in the creative imaging, testing, and refinement of solutions to global 
challenges.  Applying both the engineering design process and environmental awareness, students will 
collaboratively tackle challenges that could potentially improve living standards and solve answers to 
community and world-wide problems. This class is open to 6th and 7th graders. 
 
 
JOURNALISM (Mrs. Hunthausen) 
This writing-oriented class is dedicated to producing a newspaper for the entire St. Patrick Catholic School 
community.  Students will document school and community news by writing and editing news stories.  By the 
end of this class, students will be able to 1) write informative, argumentative, and narrative texts; 2) produce 
clear and coherent writing; and 3) improve writing by engaging in an editing and revising process. Furthermore, 
students will be required to submit original essays and/or poetry to various writing contests throughout the 
semester. Students will also be able to gather information, develop interview skills, evaluate sources, cite 
materials accurately, and report findings in a clear manner.  
 
 
MATH LAB (Mrs. Lilly) Not offered for 2nd semester 
This self-guided, non-homework class offers teacher support and assistance to students seeking extra 
resources in order to excel in their core math classes.  
 
 
MUSIC THEORY/ADVANCED CHOIR (Mrs. Lewis) 
Music Theory/Advanced Choir is offered for those 7th and 8th grade students who want to bring their 
musicianship to the next level and further develop skills in reading and notating music. The goal is to acquire 
mastery of the rudiments of musical theory: key signatures, clefs, major and minor scales, intervals, triads, 
diatonic 7th chords, and modes. Also includes study into the history of western music, languages, the physics 
of sound, the physiology of the voice, music arranging, and solo and ensemble literature.  Student pianists who 
would like to develop accompaniment skills are also encouraged to take this course.  
 
Registration in this course includes automatic membership in the School Choir as either a singer or 
accompanist, and in Tri-M, the National Music Honor Society.  
 
Prerequisites: musical experience and ability to read music.  Enrollment requirements: one successful 
year of Saint Pat’s Choir membership and/or consent of the instructor.  
 
Due to the winter music festival and competition schedule, this is a full-year elective.  This class is 
open to 7th and 8th graders.  
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PE (Mrs. Norton) 
This course provides students the continuing opportunity to learn through a developmentally appropriate, 
comprehensive, sequentially-planned physical education program aligned with the Physical Education Content 
Standards for Washington State. Emphasis is placed on active participation, cooperation, leadership, fair play 
and positive social interaction during fitness and sports activities. Students will learn the importance of 
Health-Related Fitness and how to develop each part to empower students to sustain lifelong physical activity 
and a healthy, balanced lifestyle. This course will include skill development, team sports, and physical fitness 
activities as well as health topics such as nutrition, negative effects of drugs and alcohol, and mental health.  
 
 
SERVICE (Mr. Gavin and Faculty) 
Service to others in need is a fundamental response that comes from our Christian faith.  This class allows for 
students to share their gifts with younger students in our school.  Under the supervision of classroom teachers, 
service students will perform tasks ranging from directing art projects to tutoring to working with reading 
groups.  
 
Two reflection papers will be required.  Grade will be A or P/F.  Letters of reference for future jobs working with 
kids (camp counselor, babysitter, lifeguard, Bellarmine application) will be provided upon request. 
 
 
SPANISH 1 and ADVANCED SPANISH (Señora Sharkey) 
Would you like to communicate in another language? Here is your opportunity! Research shows that our brains 
are more open to learning a second language while we are young. 
 
Learning Spanish does take effort. Señora Sharkey will help students step outside their comfort zones and 
challenge themselves in new ways. In groups students will practice the four language skills of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing as much as possible. Class activities will build upon existing language skills in 
both English and Spanish, emphasizing vocabulary and expressions useful in basic conversation and beyond. 
Students will practice language skills while exploring the history, traditions, and geography of the 
Spanish-speaking world.  The class will also play games, watch videos, host guest speakers, celebrate Latin 
American holidays, and have fun with music, art and small cooking projects.  
 
Expect 15-20 minutes of Spanish homework 4 days a week, usually interactive practice online, writing 
exercises, or studying. Students will be evaluated each day on homework completion, class participation, 
listening comprehension, and speaking abilities, as well as reading, writing and grammar usage.  
 
Spanish 1 and Advanced Spanish are full-year courses. The two-year sequence is designed to allow 
students to enroll in second-year Spanish classes as high school freshmen. 
 
 
SPEECH (Mrs. Lilly) 
Do you want to be on St. Pat’s first speech team?  Whether you are a seasoned performer or have a fear of 
public speaking, sign up for this class and practice skills that will help you in so many areas of your life.  
 
In this course, students will master the art of public speaking and presenting by learning and practicing skills 
such as voice inflections, hand gestures, volume, posture, enunciation, facial expressions, and 
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characterization. Students will plan and perform speeches in five different categories: duo interpretation, 
storytelling, impromptu, original oratory, and program reading (poetry). As a final project, students will choose 
one speech to memorize and present to the class. 
 
There are no prerequisites, prior knowledge, or skills needed for this class. Students may repeat this class (if 
space is available) to keep practicing their public speaking skills. 
 
 
STUDY HALL (Mrs. Reil) 
Supervision will be available in the Library for self-directed students who desire the opportunity to work 
independently during the school day.  Computers will be available for research or completion of homework.  
 
 
 
 
 

ELECTIVE SCHEDULE 
2nd semester 
 
Morning Electives (10:20-11:10) Afternoon Electives (1:25-2:10) 

Art  Advanced Spanish (8) 

Global Issues and Debate  Band 

Journalism  Coding and Robotics (7,8) 

Music Theory (7,8)  Geometry (8th gr. Hon. math) 

PE  Intro to STEM (6,7) 

Service  Service 

Spanish 1 (6,7)  Speech 

  Study Hall 
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