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Accreditation Update and Timeline for Families  
2017-2018 

 

St. Patrick School is accredited through the WCEA, the State of Washington, and the Northwest 

Association of Accredited Schools, and we are required to constantly support high achievement for all 

students to maintain our excellent accreditation status. The WCEA accreditation process is ongoing and 

quite rigorous, and that cycle is six years long. During the 2017-2018 school year we will be in Year One, 

having just successfully obtained another full six year accreditation.  

 

Let’s begin: what is accreditation all about?  Accreditation is a “process of ongoing school improvement 

that examines all aspects of the school program and operations in relation to the impact on high quality 

student learning”. (Western Catholic Education Assoc. ISL protocol, 2012) Here is some general 

information about the process. WCEA Fact Sheet 

 

The context of accreditation largely addresses the following questions: 

 

★ To what extent is Catholic Identity infused into the total school program?   

★ To what extent are the students achieving the School-wide Learning Expectations (SLEs)?   

★ To what extent are students mastering the essential academic content standards?   

★ To what extent is there evidence of adequate ongoing academic growth for all students?   

★ To what extent does the school support high achievement for all its students?   

★ To what extent is assessment data being collected, disaggregated and analyzed?   

★ To what extent are student learning decisions being made based on the analysis of the assessment 

data?  

 

We developed 6 Critical Goals during our recent Self Study, which were then built into an Action Plan. 

As we update the plan, we will post additions to the chart below. 

 

2017-2018 

TIME 

FRAME 

MAJOR 

GOAL 
TASK PROGRESS 

September 

2017 

 

Develop the 

honors program 

for mathematics  

Establish student 

eligibility for the 

honors math 

program through 

assessments and 

data points.  

Eight data points were collected and reviewed to determine 

candidates for the Pre-honors Math class. The data represented 

scores and information from last spring’s MAP, the 4th grade 

GoMath final, 4th grade report cards, the 5th grade beginning of the 

year GoMath test, Moby Max placement, Summer Climb 

participation, this fall’s MAP math score, and teacher 

recommendation. The majority of the data had to fall within a 

specific range before students would be considered for placement in 

PH math. 

 

After establishing a list of candidates, a mandatory parent meeting 

was held to outline our honors program. Mr. Gavin explained our 

vision, goals, and expectations for the program to parents. They 

were then asked to discern whether or not they thought it was a 

good fit for their children. A written agreement was signed by both 

parents and students before acceptance into the class, which 

http://www.westwcea.org/document-gallery/wcea-facts/
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officially began on October 2, 2017. 

Begin 7th grade 

algebra class as 

its own entity. 

 

Our new middle school math teacher began teaching both an 

algebra class for 7th grade honors students and a geometry class for 

8th grade honors students the first week of school. For new students 

in grade 6-8, records from former schools and entrance exam data 

were used to determine eligibility for honors math. 

Add Catholic 

Identity 

elements to 

curriculum 

maps across the 

disciplines.  

Provide in-

service time for 

science teachers 

to work on 

curriculum maps 

Teachers were given science curriculum map template, with the 

expectation that they would be complete by December 31, 2017. 

Teachers received a link to the new Science Toolkit offered by the 

Archdiocese of Seattle to aid them in this process. All curriculum 

maps will include an incorporation of Catholic Identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implement 

consistent data 

collection and 

systematic 

analysis to 

support high 

achievement of 

all students 

 

   

  

   

Administer 

benchmark 

assessments for 

grades K-8 for 

reading, writing, 

and math. 

Teachers in grades K-5 gave the Developmental Reading 

Assessment (DRA) to students, and teachers in 6-8 administered the 

Informal Reading Inventory ( IRI). Writing benchmark assessments 

are determined by division, and students do the same type of 

writing for each of the three benchmark sittings. Math assessments 

in grades K-5 are taken from the GoMath curriculum. The tests are 

essentially the same at the beginning, middle and the end of year, 

with content aligned to end of year goals (e.g., 5th graders will take 

the end of 5th grade test all three times). Numbers and problems are 

changed, but all test the same skills. Upper level math classes use 

text assessments for the benchmarks in math. 

Administer MAP 

tests for grades 

2-8 

 

 

Our first testing window ran from September 18-October 13, 2017. 

Students tested in the computer lab for lower grades, and using 

Chromebooks for upper classes. Teachers signed up for session 

times, assigned appropriate tests for students, and proctored each 

session. 

October 

2017 

Analyze MAP 

data and use 

information to 

inform 

instruction 

Teachers meet as Professional Christian Learning Communities 

(PCLCs), which are either grade level or discipline-matched teams, 

to look at all test results, and use data to drive instructional choices 

and plans. They use a template, specifically designed for the school, 

to determine which students need more support, which need 

enrichment, and what groupings make most sense for core subjects. 

The templates also require teachers to form some plans to meet the 

needs of all learners. 

January  

2018 

Conduct MAP 

testing for grades 

2-8  

 

Administer 

benchmark 

assessments for 

grades K-8 for 

reading, writing, 

and math. 

 

February 

2018 

Analyze MAP 

data and use 

information to 

inform 

instruction 

 

April 2018 
Administer 

ACRE  to grades 

5 and 8 
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May 2018 

Conduct MAP 

testing for grades 

2-8  

 

Analyze MAP 

data and use 

information to 

inform 

instruction and 

for vertical 

articulation for 

next year’s 

planning 

 

Administer 

benchmark 

assessments for 

grades K-8 for 

reading, writing, 

and math. 

 

 
 

 

 

 


