
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8th Grade 

Honors U.S. AND U.S. History  

Summer Reading Assignment 
 

Please read the following book: 

 

-Flesh and Blood So Cheap by Albert Marrin (Historical Nonfiction) 

 

For A Tree Grows in Brooklyn respond to the following questions.  Please type your answers and 

turn in on the first full day of school. 

 

WRITING CHECKLIST (GRADED): 

____ Correct grammar and sentence structure. 

____ Correct punctuation. 

____ Word choice – do not use a lot, good, bad, sad, mean, mad, angry, stuff, thing, also, etc. 

____ Change up sentence beginnings – begin with an adjective, noun, prepositional phrase at  

         times 

____ Do not begin sentences with coordinating conjunctions (fan boys) for, and, nor, but, or, yet,  

         so. 

 

Flesh and Blood So Cheap 

Study Guide and Discussion Questions 

 

Key Vocabulary: Please Define the Following Terms 

1. cutter (n.)  

2. scores (n.)  

3. foreman (n.)  

4. embers (n.)  

5. aerial (adj.)  

6. disheveled (adj.)  

7. palings (n.)  

8. singed (adj.)  

9. standpipe (n.)  

10. inferno (n.)  

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Comprehension Questions 

1. The Triangle Fire was started by _______________.  

a. a worker’s cigarette butt  

b. malfunctioning cutting equipment  

c. an electrical fire  

d. it is not completely certain  

 

2. The fire probably “leaped out of control” because the cutters ________________.  

a. had no idea how to put out such a large fire  

b. did not have proper firefighting equipment  

c. worked with highly flammable materials  

d. all of the above  

3. The firemen arrived _______________ because ________________.  

a. quickly; the fire house was very close by  

b. quickly; they had been warned about the building’s likelihood to catch fire  

c. late; no one pulled the fire alarm for a while  

d. late; the fire house was far away  

4. The workers on the ninth floor were trapped because ________________.  

a. the Greene St. stairwell was blocked by flames  

b. the Washington St. stairwell doors were locked  

c. both a and b  

d. neither a nor b  

5. “Lapping in” caused _______________.  

a. flames from the eighth floor to be sucked through the ninth floor windows  

b. the elevator tracks to become bent and warped  

c. the stairwell to become engulfed in flames  

d. all of the above  

6. The stairwell doors were locked by ________________.  

a. union organizers  

b. the police  

c. workers’ bosses  

d. it is not known  

7. The fire escape collapsed because _______________. 

a. it was improperly installed  

b. it was not able to hold the weight of the evacuees  

c. it was on fire  

d. the firemen weren’t able to get there in time  

 

 



8. Which of the following can we infer from Marrin’s account of the Triangle Building disaster?  

a. The fire department was adequately prepared for a large-scale disaster, but by the time      

they arrived disaster had already run its course.  

b. The owners of the factory gave little thought to the numerous workplace hazards and 

the general well being of their workers.  

c. Though it is not stated explicitly, we can imagine that the factory owners probably set 

the fire to collect the insurance money.  

d. All of the above 

9. After inspecting the building, Chief Croker found that _______________.  

a. the building was highly flammable  

b. the fire was intentionally set  

c. the building was fireproof  

d. no one who worked on the ninth floor survived  

10. We can infer that this disaster probably led to ______________.  

a. reforms and changes in fire safety rules  

b. legal action against the Triangle factory owners  

c. a gradual improvement in certain workplace conditions  

d. all of the above 

 

 

Directions: Use details from the book, including quotes and page numbers, to support your 

answers to the following questions.  Always support your responses with textual evidence. 

 

Prelude From the Ashes (pages 1-6) 

1. The setting is New York City, Saturday, March 25, 1911.  Using details from page 2, describe 

a typical Saturday at Washington Square and explain the irony of this depiction.    

 

2. Explain who Miss Frances Perkins was, what she experienced, and how it affected her.  

 

3. What are examples of “pushes” that motivate people to leave their homeland?  What 

influenced people to immigrate to America?  

 

4. What was the reality of life for most immigrants?  Use details from pages 5-6, including direct 

citations.  

 

Huddled Masses (pages 7-22) 

1. Explain the differences between “old” and “new” immigration. 

 

2. What hardships did people face in Italy?  What were some of the immigration “pushes”?  

Include statistics on immigrant from pages 12-13.  Use direct citation.   



 

3. Explain how religious hatred forced Jews to leave Russia.    

 

4. Explain the following quote – “The real America was no paradise.  Its streets were not paved 

with gold, as rosy reports often led would-be immigrants to believe.  But America was a land 

of opportunity and, thank God, it had no czar” (20). 

 

5. Detail some of the hardships of traveling to America. 

 

Into the Magic Cauldron (pages 23-48) 

1. Explain the process of entering the country through Ellis Island. 

 

2. Explain the structure of a “dumbbell tenement”. 

 

3. What were some of the conditions within the tenements?     

 

4. Using the lines below, describe some of the ways that greenhorns spent their days and free 

time.  How did they adjust to life in America?  

 

A Stricken Conscience (pages 122-146) 

1. After reading Rose Schneiderman’s speech on page 132 of Flesh and Blood So Cheap, explain 

why Rose thought she would feel like a traitor if she talked about good fellowship at the 

meeting at the Metropolitan Opera House. Use evidence from the text to support your 

discussion. 

 

 


