
Kiera S., 6th grade 

Opportunity 

I have an opportunity. An opportunity to do something that matters. An 

opportunity to be the best that I can and help others. Some people don’t have  the 

opportunities, to change things that need to be changed and to make a difference. I can 

help people and make things better. I don’t know if I would have any of these 

opportunities if I didn’t attend St. Patrick School. 

The faculty and staff at St. Pats showed me who I can become. They taught me 

that giving is the best gift. I have had so many service opportunities. I have donated and 

made lives better in Africa. I have made a child’s day better who has no home. This 

year, I had the opportunity to make someone’s Christmas a little more merry. I never 

really understood that helping others helps you. My eyes are  now opened to this 

concept. I don’t know if I would understand this if it wasn’t for St . Pats and the service 

work that we do. 

Last year, I became a S.O.C.K leader. It stands for Support Our City Kids and 

works with Family Housing Network. As a leader, I stayed in for recess and monitored 

blanket making. We made blankets for the children in Family Housing Network. We ate 

dinner with the families and gave them the blankets with a little gift kit inside. When I 

arrived, I was nervous but in the end I had so much fun. The other leaders and I played 

with the children and got to know them. We went outside and played kickball and tag. 

Near the end of the evening when I gave the blankets, the look of happiness on their 



faces was priceless. Words can not describe what I saw and how it felt to make 

someone that happy.  

When it was time to go we said goodbye to the families. One family was upstairs 

getting ready for bed so we went up to say goodbye. The children were playing with 

their blankets. Their mom saw us and said, “Thank you so much. I really appreciate it. 

You may think it was only something small, but it really is one of the best gifts ever. I 

can’t thank you enough.” We went back downstairs and waited for our parents to pick us 

up. In those few minutes I was so amazed. I understood the importance of what I have 

been taught and what we do at St. Pats. To make someone that happy is a gift.  A gift 

that I can give everyday.  A gift that continues to give in my heart and the hearts of 

those I help. 

The opportunities at St. Patrick’s have changed my life. St. Pats has taught me 

that God wants us to help others and make others that happy. I have learned to serve 

others like Jesus would serve us. So what are you going to do to serve Him? You can 

do a lot and there are so many things we need to change in our world. We are blessed 

to have the lives that we have. We are blessed help someone. The outcome of our 

efforts is better than gold or diamonds. It is priceless. 

St. Patrick School has helped me to see the signs that God has given. I 

understand that He is calling me. Through my developing relationship with God, I have 

come to realize that I should not be afraid and use my gifts and talents to help serve 

others. 



St. Pats has helped formed my ideas of who I am and who I can be. A person 

who will try to make changes in this world, great or small. St Patrick School has shown 

me how powerful the ability to serve can be, and I plan to use this knowledge to make 

the world a better place. 

 

 

 

 

Joey L., 6th grade 

 

S.O.C.K. 

I see them on the streets, outside of stores, and in many places humans should 

not be forced to live.  When I was younger I never knew about those who were less 

fortunate and the conditions they had to live. People should have a home, and we need 

to work to make that happen.  When my sister was in fifth grade at St. Patrick School 

she came home with something that caught my attention. It was called SOCK, and she 

was one of several students at St. Patrick School who helped create the program. I 

couldn’t wait to participate. 

It is terrible when someone doesn’t have a roof over their head. It’s even worse 

when it is a child. I want to help change this and give homeless kids an idea that there 

are those who care and want to give them a sense of home.  This is where SOCK 

enters the program. SOCK stands for: Support Our City Kids.” I think SOCK is an 



amazing representation of how we students at St. Pat’s choose to serve like God 

wants.. 

“If you serve others, you also serve me.” Jesus told us this so we would love and 

serve others as he did.  I am excited at the idea of living like Christ.  I was also excited 

about being in the first SOCK group and to make blankets for those in need. I even 

stayed inside during recess to help make blankets.. Unfortunately, only the SOCK 

leaders were able to deliver the blankets and supplies to the kids. Afterwards, the 

leaders brought back pictures and interesting stories. I wasn’t as disappointed that I 

couldn’t go, because what the leaders told the class was good enough. They said the 

children’s faces lit up and were surprised and excited because of what we did. It felt 

amazing to know that students at St. Pat’s were able to make these children happy.  

Individuals that don’t have, deserve to have what they need. At Saint Patrick’s, 

we are taught and choose to devote our time to helping others and being servants of 

God. SOCK at Saint Patrick School is how people my age can learn leadership, how 

they can do good, and how they can begin to change the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Roma S., 6th grade 

 

The Sacrament of Communion 

Communion is incredibly special, and St. Patrick School made my first 

Communion an experience I will never forget. I attended St. Patricks since preschool. I 

can tell you my journey has been unforgettable. I have made many memories here 

since the day I walked into Mrs. Breikss preschool class. One of my greatest and 

fondest memories is receiving my First Holy Communion.  

In my second-grade year at St. Pats we studied about the sacraments.The 

sacraments that we learned about were Baptism, Reconciliation, and Communion. We 

did many fun projects to prepare us for these sacraments. We learned about how some 

of us were baptized when we were just babies, but others were not, but could be 

baptized when they were older. I was baptized when I was just a baby, and my teachers 

taught me about how that was the church’s way of welcoming me into the church. We 

also studied and received the sacrament of Reconciliation. We learned that 

Reconciliation, is a way to wash away our sins. Both of these sacraments prepared us 

for Communion in the following spring.  

If we were going to receive Communion, we enrolled in a special class through 

the parish at the beginning of the school year. This class would meet on many special 

weekends throughout the year. There, our teachers really explained what it truly means 

when we receive the sacrament of Communion. As second-graders, it was a challenge 

to fully understand that receiving Communion wasn't just  consuming the bread and 



wine. It is our way of welcoming and accepting the body and blood of Christ. This class 

really helped me understand these concepts. We completed projects with our 

classmates, but also take home projects to do with our families.  This allowed us to 

share this time with friends and family.  Both the class at the parish and religion class at 

school prepared us to fully participate in the mass. 

When the time finally came to receive Communion in the spring, it was very 

special and successful. With the preparation behind my classmates and I, we learned 

that receiving our First Communion was much more than just dressing up in pretty white 

dresses and black suits. It is about taking Jesus within us and having him wherever we 

go. We can ask ourselves, “What would Jesus have done,” but every time we receive 

Communion, we are reminded how Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for us, by giving 

up his own life. Communion is a sacred moment that we have to fully understand and 

respect God and what he has done for us. I would have not fully understood this if I 

wasn’t prepared by the teachers and staff at St. Pats. Communion is a large part of our 

faith. Faith is what keeps us together, and faith is what we value most at St. Patrick 

School. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ellie R., 7th grade 

Keeping the Faith 

 

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 

like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” (Isaiah 

40:31) This verse is my brother’s and my favorite. I think it shows that when you trust in 

God you can do anything and will have eternal life. I try to live everyday trusting in the 

Lord, and having faith that everything will be okay. However, sometimes keeping the 

faith is a hard task to complete. In my life, when keeping the faith was the hardest, St. 

Pat’s lifted me up on eagle’s wings.  

When we are in sad, dark, and lonely times we want someone to care about us, 

someone to take it all away. Usually, there is someone or a group of people that are 

there for you. It may be difficult to understand or find that person or group, but they are 

there. When my mom was diagnosed with triple hit non-hodgkin's lymphoma there were 

so many people that were there for me it was almost overwhelming. One of the biggest 

comforts in my life, at that time, was my school. When you go through these times and 

you are in school, your school is probably one of the most important groups you can 

have behind you. There were always people around to help me keep my faith in God. 

They were my teachers, my family, and my friends.  

 I have been so fortunate to attend a Catholic school.  Being in a faith-filled 

learning environment has enlightened my way of thinking. I think being able to talk 

about God openly puts a new perspective on learning. The teachers constantly help me 

set goals for myself and enrich my faith daily. Anyone that attends or has attended St. 

Pats will tell you it's not like any ordinary school. You don’t just come, learn, and leave. 

Yes, we do that, but there is something more. St. Pats is a family and a great one at 

that.  

One of the greatest lessons that my teachers taught me last year as I was going 

through hard times was to lift my worries to God. By doing this, I felt a sense of relief. It 

may sound like a simple task to complete, but it really is hard. When there are things 



going on that we can’t control, we so badly want to control and fix everything. If you can 

let that go and give everything to God then you will be okay. My teachers constantly 

reminded me that God knew what he was doing, and I had to have faith that he did. 

Keeping the faith is the hardest and most important thing to do. 

My journey at St. Pats has given me an outlook on life that I wouldn’t trade for the 

world. I am challenged academically and in my faith as well. When things are get 

difficult or a loved one gets sick or passes away it is easy for us to harden our hearts 

but those are the times our faith lifts us up. I think people constantly question why we 

have faith. I really don’t know the answer, but faith makes me feel loved; it makes me 

feel reassured; and don’t we all want that?  I’m grateful that Saint Patrick School has 

helped me grow in my faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Paulina K., 7th grade  

The Whole Child  

It is a great blessing to attend a Catholic school. It is a blessing you can carry 

with you throughout your whole life, because it changes you. Catholic education 

teaches the whole child and helps the child advance physically, spiritually, and 

emotionally. 

I learned in religion class that we are made in the image of God. My body 

is holy, because God created it out of love. This makes me feel valuable and worthwhile 

in the sight of God. Because we are all God’s creation, Saint Patrick’s teaches me it is 

important to seek justice for everyone. Giving food to the homeless makes me realize 

that every person has dignity and is like me -valuable! In youth group, we made packets 

with resources for the homeless. When I went downtown to tent city and handed it to a 

homeless woman, I made eye contact with her and she gave me a big smile. I had to 

pray to God to give me the courage to approach her. God gave me the strength to say, “ 



This is from Saint Pat’s.” Have a good day!” I realized at that moment how much I had 

grown in confidence and compassion. Before the influence of my committed teachers, 

who instilled in me the principle of giving, I didn’t have a clue how to engage people who 

lived on the streets. Now, I am not afraid because God walks with me and uses my 

hands and feet to do his work. 

When you do God’s work, you are involved in spreading God’s love. The Holy 

Spirit has been growing in me since I have been attending Saint Pat’s school. I have 

learned that my soul must be nourished. By attending Mass and singing in choir, I am 

praying twice. When I raise my voice to heaven and praise God with song, I know that 

God is creating in me a new spirit. Our choir director, Mrs. Lewis, is dedicated to 

forming singers who glorify God with their voices. It is part of my joy to do this, and I so 

appreciate her hard work. 

I have grown to be a more responsible person. It isn’t easy to get up in the 

morning an hour early because of choir practice. Sometimes I have to fight with my 

feelings because it is challenging to put into practice what I feel God wants me to do. 

When I am at choir, my heart and mind rejoice because I love to share my feelings 

through song. I have to often say, “ No ,” as I put choir first and T.V. programs last.  

Saint Pats and the dedicated teachers take students and help form them into 

beautiful children of God. I can see by their hard work that they never give up on any 

child. By teaching me the importance of educating the body, the soul, and the mind, St. 

Pat’s has helped me achieve a better relationship with my creator.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Alexis H., 8th grade 

Catholic Schools Week Speech  

 

 I have attended St. Patrick School for five years. Being here at school has helped 

me to become closer to God and learn about my faith.  I feel like I have come a long 

way, from simply learning how to navigate the Bible in 4th grade to eventually being 

baptized this Easter.  I feel I have definitely become more spiritual and faith filled.  

When I first came to Saint Patrick’s, the only thing I knew about being Catholic 

was you had to believe in God and that you had to go to church. In my early years at St. 

Pats, I never completely understood what it meant to be a Catholic, nor what the point 

of it was. I went through the motions, memorizing prayers, and taking notes to get good 

grades. Going to church with my Mom was difficult, because I did not really understand 

everything.  

 The first Mass that I completely remember was when I was in 4th grade. I did just 

as everyone else did: I sang, I read and followed what everyone else was doing. I soon 

felt lost during the Eucharist. I started stressing out and wondering why we were going 

up to where the priest was, and why we were receiving little pieces of bread and wine in 

a cup. Then, it was my turn and I did just like the person in front of me, and took the 

piece of bread, and then walked back to my seat still unclear as to what it all meant. 

Later I discussed my confusion about the Mass and Eucharist with my Mom. I have 

made mistakes and have learned much. I am now on my journey to receive the 

Sacraments and learn more about my faith.  

This year has provided an opportunity for me to understand more about God, 

what it means to be Catholic, and to discuss with my Mom my desire to move forward 

and take RCIA classes at St. Patrick’s Parish. She was thrilled and takes me every 

other Wednesday.  She is committed to supporting me down the path of becoming 

Catholic and understanding the responsibilities that come with the Sacraments.  

During middle school I started caring more and trying to understand what it 

means to be Catholic. By participating in religion classes and going to church as a 



school, Saint Patrick’s has helped me grow closer to God.  This is only the beginning of 

my journey and my relationship with God. I cannot wait until Holy Saturday when I will 

receive the Sacraments in front of my family, my friends, and my church.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zachary H., 8th grade 

My Journey at Saint Patrick School 

 

This is my third year at Saint Pat’s and along with growing spiritually, I have 

grown in knowledge. As an eighth grader, I have learned how to be a leader and have 

used my skills to help others. Since my very first day at Saint Pat’s, my knowledge has 

been enriched, allowing me to solve problems and create solutions. Saint Pat’s has 

helped me on my journey of knowledge by offering supportive teachers and a great 

curriculum. After eighth grade graduation, I know I will use what I have learned for great 

things. 

I first started attending Saint Pat’s when I was 11.  I was very nervous because I 

felt alone. I was afraid and didn’t know what was going to happen, but that all changed 

when I met the students and teachers. They are a very welcoming community, and I 

instantly felt like I was a part of the school family. Once I became comfortable in the 

school environment, I began to focus on my school work and grades. The teachers are 

very supportive.  Each one plays a big part in allowing me to reach my goals. They help 

me with any problems I have, and work with me whenever I struggle. The teachers at 

this school will take their own time to help whether it is coming in early or staying after 

school. I have learned as much as I possibly could in the past two years and am still 

learning today.  



Today I am in two electives that allow me to focus on my education. I am in Intro 

to Geometry and Spanish. I knew that there were other elective options but I wanted to 

challenge myself to be the best I could be. I took the opportunity of being able to take 

the geometry class knowing it would benefit me in high school. Spanish was introduced 

to me in sixth grade and ever since that day, I have been interested in mastering the 

language. My Spanish teacher has told me I am doing so well, I could be fluent if I 

continue studying. Along with my two electives, I have five core classes: Religion, 

Science, Math, English and History. This year, my peers and I were able to try 

something new. Our middle school’s English and history teachers are working together 

to provide an Honors American Studies class that challenges students to analyze data 

and write more. It has been a great experience and a great class. These classes will 

prepare me for my future. 

This year as an eighth grader, I am preparing for Bellarmine Preparatory School. 

My Sister graduated from there just last year and is starting college with fantastic writing 

skills. I have the chance to be like her because of Saint Pat’s. I envision myself in high 

school, using what I have learned to pass my classes. The preparation that Saint Pat’s 

provides me will make my life easier in high school when I’m balancing homework and 

sports. I see my knowledge growing and I thank Saint Pat’s for supporting me.  

Three strong years of learning are close to the end and I will strive to finish as 

strong as I began. My journey of knowledge has lead me to be the person I am today, 

and it wouldn’t have been possible without the help of Saint Patrick Catholic School 

faculty and staff. For that I am thankful and will always be appreciative of Saint Pat’s.  I 

will cherish my time at St. Pat’s, as I grow up and use what I have learned to welcome 

endless opportunities to give back to the world.  

 

 

 

 

 



Anthony N., 8th grade 

Catholic Schools Week Speech  

 

Hello, my name is Anthony Natalizio, I am an 8th grader at St. Patrick School and 

have attended there since the beginning of 7th Grade.  For 8 years of my life I went to 

another Catholic school.   I really liked it there but I felt like I wanted to explore my 

education and my faith in a different surrounding.  I wanted to try public school and so I 

made that change in 6th grade.  I liked it there too. I also started to explore my Christian 

faith.  I attended Young Life. It was so awesome to see people from different schools 

and people I didn't know come together to share our faith. It was a great thing to do. At 

the end of my year attending public school and going to Young Life, I felt like I 

developed a new outlook on life and I enjoyed it but I felt like there was something 

missing. 

 I was missing everything about our Catholic faith; I was missing the traditions, 

the great Masses and most of all the community. We started looking for different 

Schools and, finally one day, my little cousin was receiving the Sacrament of 

Communion at St. Patrick’s.  It was an amazing experience.   After that I knew I had to 

learn more about St. Patrick School. My mom and I came one day to check it out. The 

minute we walked into the school we saw Mr.Gavin.  I remembered him from when my 

brothers went to Bellarmine. All of the teachers and students were so nice. It was like I 

was already a St. Pats student.  

It took me a little while to get into the routine but once I finally got it, I felt very 

comfortable. Now everything is great and I am proud to be a part of St. Pats. For this 

Catholic Schools Week I wanted to express what my faith and service means to me. So 

I picked one particular story I love telling. A couple of months ago some of my friends 

and I agreed to serve donuts after Mass one Sunday. At first we were doing it to get our 

required service hours but that soon changed as we all realized how happy serving 

others made us. Our principal Mr. Gavin was also there helping. At the first Mass a lot of 

my friends were there and we had a lot of fun, but they had to leave before the second 



Mass.  Mr. Gavin and I were the only ones able to stay and serve.   I was really nervous 

because it was just the two of us. But as it went on we had a blast and I met a lot of 

really nice people. That day I started wondering why Mr. Gavin even showed up. I 

asked my mom and she told me he does it out of love and service. He doesn't have to 

but he does it because he cares. It really became clear to me after that . We should do 

service not because we have to but because we want to out of love for our God and 

community.  

(A verse I would like to share) Matthew 25: 35-40.  

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 

me.’‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me.” 

That verse really sticks out to me. It really speaks to service and God’s calling to 

be there for others.  It might be something as simple as serving donuts on a Sunday or 

more significant as feeding the hungry on cold day.  I am so happy I get to go to St. 

Patrick School.  Being there has really taught me a lot about myself, that I take great joy 

in being there for my community. 

 

 

 

 

Claire W., 8th grade 
 

Catholic Schools Week Essay 
 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta once said, “Faith in action is love, and love in action is 

service.” Through St. Pat’s, all areas of my faith, knowledge and service have grown. 

Service has made the greatest impact on me, because I feel it has connected me more 



to the roots of my faith and God’s desire for us to serve one another.  In following 

Mother Teresa’s example, I try to take advantage of the many service opportunities that 

St. Patrick’s provides me, and I try to help out by doing small deeds, as she did. Service 

expresses my love for God in a special manner; it is not to show others my good 

performance, but to truly give up time and effort for God. My Catholic School experience 

has shown me a new meaning of “service” and provides me many opportunities to put 

my abilities to action.  

 The priority of St. Patrick’s is to help students on their spiritual journey by 

enriching them in their faith and learning about God. In doing so, St. Patrick’s has given 

service a different definition for me and helped me on my spiritual journey towards 

Christ. Service opportunities are extended to out of school hours and are encouraged 

by all of the teachers and faculty members. Service has helped me through my spiritual 

journey because I now have the ability to see Christ in all creation. For example, when 

my friends and I attended L’arche, my eyes were opened to new experiences, and I saw 

God in all things; my peers, the people we were helping, and the nature that surrounded 

me. I now know how much service could impact one person.  

While we were at L’arche, Zach, one of the differently abled residents, really 

showed me how service could impact others around me. He appreciated our work so 

much, and he truly cherished the time we spent with him. We laughed at lunch, enjoyed 

the time we spent together and prayed together in unity at the end of the day. 

Experiences like these set me up for the future, and St. Patrick’s has given me many 

great opportunities to work with people like Zach. All students at St. Patrick’s are excited 



about service, and they sacrifice many hours to help out the local community and the 

world on a global scale. COFIA, Circle of Friends in Action, is a great opportunity for 

grade school students to help people thousands of miles away. COFIA focuses on 

helping unfortunate families afford education and food in Uganda, Africa. Another 

organization we support it Keep ‘em Warm and Fed. Keep ‘Em Warm and Fed provides 

an opportunity for students to help others in the Tacoma community receive the 

vitamins and nutritious food they need to keep their bodies healthy throughout the year.  

I take inspiration from Mother Teresa and sacrifice my time in order to do small 

deeds with great love. I am so thankful that St. Pat’s has given me all the opportunities 

to make a difference for people who are not as fortunate as me. 

 

 

 


