Tacoma Catholic Parishes of
Saint Patrick and Saint Rita of Cascia
December 9, 2018

Second Sunday of Advent

MASS TIMES

ADORATION

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. - St. Patrick

Monday: 3:00 to 6:45 p.m.
St. Patrick

Sunday Masses:
7:30 a.m. - St. Rita
9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. - St. Patrick
Weekday Mass:
Monday, Communion Service - 7:45 a.m. - St. Patrick
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday - 7:45 a.m. - St. Patrick
Thursday - 8:45 a.m. - St. Patrick
(with the school children)
Tuesday - Noon - St. Rita
Saturday - 9:00 a.m. - St. Rita

1st Friday of the month:
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. - St. Rita

RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 9:30 a.m.
St. Rita
Saturday: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
St. Patrick
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Dear Friends in Christ,
“The word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert….”
The Second Sunday of Advent brings us the figure of Saint John the Baptist, as a voice of one crying out in
the desert, preparing the way of the Lord. John is the last and the greatest of the prophets, as he prepares the
hearts and minds of the people for the coming encounter with the Lord Jesus the Christ. The call for the
people to repent of sin and look forward to the transforming power of Jesus the Messiah was of great
importance. With their hearts opened and turned in conversion toward God, the people of the time were
able to be open to receive the life, ministry, and teaching of the Lord Jesus. These same people would one
day be the first members of the Christian Church after the Lord’s resurrection and ascension into heaven.
All of this underscores the importance of being open and prepared ourselves. We prepare for all sorts of
things in our lives. We prepare for work and school and family outings and sporting events. But we often
don’t prepare our spiritual lives for much of anything. The Church gives us this season of Advent to prepare,
much like the people of John’s day. Before Christmas, we can examine our lives; repent of sin and error; and
focus on the ongoing conversion of our lives that is so important to fully receive the gift of Christ at
Christmas. I would encourage you to take full advantage of the many opportunities to encounter the Lord in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation before the Christmas celebrations. There you will find him waiting with his
forgiveness and mercy. It is there where He waits as the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world….and yours as well.
Blessings for the week ahead,

Fr David Mulholland
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Calendar

Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 9: Second Sunday of Advent
Mass at 7:30 a.m. - St. Rita
Mass at 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. - St. Patrick
Holy Names Breakfast - After Mass - Social Hall - St. Rita
Choir Practice - 9:15 - 10:45 a.m. - St. Rita
Pregnancy Assistance Weekend - St. Rita
South Sound Choir - 3:00 p.m. - Church - St. Patrick
Youth Group - 5:00 p.m. - Center - St. Patrick

Sunday, December 9 Mass for the People of the Parish
Monday, December 10 Communion Service - St. Patrick
Tuesday, December 11 RIP George & Margarite Wolter - St. Patrick
RIP Emily Henderson - St. Rita
Tuesday, December 12 RIP Jack Campbell - St. Patrick

Monday, December 10:
Communion Service at 7:45 a.m. - St. Patrick
Euch. Adoration - 3:00 - 6:45 p.m. - Chapel - St. Patrick
Evening Prayer - 6:45 p.m. - Chapel - St. Patrick
Adult Bible Study - 7:00 p.m. - Center - St. Patrick
Boy Scouts - 7:00 p.m. - Hall - St. Patrick
Foreign Mission - 7:00 p.m. - Center - St. Patrick
Tuesday, December 11:
Mass at 7:45 a.m. - St. Patrick
Mass - Noon - St. Rita
Sodality Potluck - 12:30 p.m. - St. Rita
RCIA - 7:00 p.m. - Center - St. Patrick
Wednesday, December 12:
Mass at 7:45 a.m. - St. Patrick
Office Hours - 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - St. Rita
Mom’s Group - 9:15 a.m. - Center - St. Patrick
NO Bible Study - 1:00 p.m. - Rectory - St. Rita
All Councils & Commissions - 6:00 p.m. - Holy Cross
Crafters - 6:30 p.m. - Rectory - St. Rita
Cub Scouts - 6:30 p.m. - Hall - St. Patrick
Choir Practice - 7:00 p.m. - Church - St. Patrick
Thursday, December 13:
Mass with the school children at 8:45 a.m. - St. Patrick
Women's Fireside Bible Study - 6:00 p.m. - Center - St. Patrick
KC Parish Christmas Party - 6:30 p.m. - Hall - St. Patrick
Friday, December 14:
Mass at 7:45 a.m. - St. Patrick
Men’s Prayer - 6:45 a.m. - Hall - St. Patrick
Saturday, December 15:
Mass at 9:00 a.m. - St. Rita
Vigil Mass at 5:00 p.m. - St. Patrick
Reconciliation - 9:30 a.m. - Church - St. Rita
Reconciliation - 3:30 p.m. - Church - St. Patrick
Sunday, December 16: Third Sunday of Advent
Mass at 7:30 a.m. - St. Rita
Mass at 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. - St. Patrick
Choir Practice - 9:15 a.m. - St. Rita
Charity Weekend - St. Rita
Youth Group - 5:00 p.m. - Center - St. Patrick
Confirmation - 5:45 p.m. - Center - St. Patrick

Thursday, December 13 RIP Nick Beritich - St. Patrick
Friday, December 14 RIP Stan Naccarato - St. Patrick
Saturday, December 15 RIP Carl Sr. & Frances Benson Family - St. Rita
Mass for the People of the Parish - St. Patrick
Sunday, December 16 Mass for the People of the Parish

C

ST. PATRICK
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Please pray for:

St. Patrick

St. Rita

Joanne Armour
Debbie Christnacht
Joan Christnacht
Dragica Dragovcic
Jedd Feliciano
Pearl Fors
Joanne Girolami
John Grant
Geraldine Maniatis
Mark McDonough
Tom McDonough
Juli Norris
Joanie Pavlic
Courtney Rederick
Joe Savage
Dennis Seiler
John Tulare
Raquel Wheeler
Terry Yates
Trevor Yates

Colleen Batinovich
Sr. Mary Buttimer
Teresa Gibbs
Sr. Marilyn Gooley
George Greco
Bruce Harris
Tina & Joe Isakson
Son Lee
Sally Lupino
Chuck Mazza
Sandy Mazzei
Donna Pate
Michael Pfannenstiel
Margaret Pinchak
Daisy Radloff
Jim Riconosciuto
Miriam Sanderson
Joy Viafore
Nelson Williams
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Please pray for the repose of the soul of

Terri Jurich
We offer our sympathy, love and prayers to her family and friends in this time of sorrow.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let the perpetual light shine upon them.
May they Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory.

Prayer Request

Daily Readings
12-9 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Bar 5:1-9/Phil
1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 (6) Pss II
12-10 Monday, Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26 (181)
12-11 Tuesday, [Saint Damasus I, Pope] Is 40:1-11/Mt
18:12-14 (182)
12-12 Wednesday, Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a,
10ab/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 (690A), or
readings from the Lectionary for Mass (vol. IV),
the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos.
707-712 Pss Prop
12-13 Thursday, Memorial Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15
(184) 43
12-14 Friday, Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 (185)
12-15 Saturday, Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 (186)
12-16 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT Zep 3:14-18a/
Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 (9) Pss III

Do you need prayers for yourself or someone you love?
It is as simple as asking.
Send us your request and we’ll add it to our prayers.
Contact us at:
parish@saintpats.org or 253-383-2783

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mondays,
3:00 - 6:45 p.m.
in the St. Patrick Chapel.
Please use the J street entrance
at the Parish Center.
1st Friday of the month,
7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
at St. Rita

For your Advent and Christmas planning purposes Advent Reconciliation Schedules
Individual Reconciliation Services
After Noon Mass, Tuesday, December 11th at St. Rita of Cascia Church
Communal Reconciliation Services
7:00 p.m., Thursday, December 20th at St. Patrick Church

Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve
5:00 & 9:00 p.m. at St. Patrick Catholic Church
5:30 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic Church
Christmas Day
8:30 a.m. at Holy Cross Catholic Church
9:00 a.m. at St. Patrick Catholic Church
10:30 a.m. at St. Rita of Cascia Catholic Church
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Lectio Divina for the Second Week of Advent
We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Grant that your people, we pray, almighty God, may be ever
watchful for the coming of your Only Begotten Son, that, as
the author of our salvation himself has taught us, we may hasten, alert and with lighted lamps, to meet him when he comes.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
(Collect, Friday of the Second Week of Advent)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way.
A voice of one crying out in the desert:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”
John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. People of the whole
Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were
going out to him and were being baptized by him in the
Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins.
John was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist. He fed on locusts and wild honey. And this is what
he proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming after me. I am
not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I
have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”

Meditation (Meditatio)
After the reading, take some time to reflect in silence on one
or more of the following questions:
• What word or words in this passage caught your attention?
• What in this passage comforted you?
• What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, after the
reflection time, invite the participants to share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to the Lord
the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that the Word inspires in
you.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the Scripture passage again, followed by this reflection:
What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord asking of
me?
Prepare the way of the Lord. How do I share my faith with
others, through word and deed? What can I do this week to
help others encounter Christ?
They acknowledged their sins. How often do I seek forgiveness from those I have wronged? How often do I seek
God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Penance? Do I make
time each day to acknowledge my sinfulness and ask God’s
grace to help me do better?
One mightier than I is coming after me. What events or places
make me most aware of God’s majesty and power? Do I rely
on God’s grace or expect to do it all on my own?
After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, all recite
the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:
I will hear what God proclaims; the LORD—for he proclaims
peace to his people.
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him, glory
dwelling in our land.
Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss.
Truth shall spring out of the earth, and justice shall look down
from heaven.
The LORD himself will give his benefits; our land shall yield
its increase.
Justice shall walk before him, and prepare the way of his
steps. (Psalm 85:9-14)

Living the Word
This Week How can I make my life a gift for others in
charity?
Make plans to receive to the Sacrament of Penance before
Christmas.

COMMUNITY LIFE
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Saturday, December 15th at 11:00 a.m.
St. James Cathedral. Reception to follow.

Social Justice Ministry

Donation bin in the Church Gathering Space

The Sign of Contradiction
The Story of St. Francis of Assisi

Sunday, January 6th
12:20 – 2:00 p.m.
Blue Mouse Theater, 2611 N Proctor St.
Hosted by Saint Patrick Catholic Church & Saint Rita of Cascia
St. Francis is one of the most loved saints in all the world, but do we really know him? Francis was a sinner and a saint
who was on a lifelong journey animated by grace. He was a real person with real struggles, temptations, and doubts.
He was perhaps, the greatest disciple. When all the world saw him as a fool, he stood as a sign of contradiction.
This film is about presenting a real person, not just some characterization of an animal loving Saint from a distant time.
Francis is a person who, like us, searched for purpose and meaning and was often times left empty. It wasn’t until he
encountered Christ that darkness and confusion were replaced with light and peace.
Our goal is for those who watch the film to be inspired by the life of St. Francis and desire to live for God as he did,
as a Sign of Contradiction. Ultimately, this film is about conversion, his and ours!

COMMUNITY LIFE
CCS Giving Tree
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TODAY<

Please join the Ushers & Greeters in our partnership
with Catholic Community Services
as we present our 3rd Annual Giving Tree.
CCS has connected us with children
who need our help this Holiday Season.
Each brightly colored-tag on the tree
inside the Gathering Space, includes the child's name,
age, gender and Christmas wish list.
We're asking interested
Parishioners to take a tag,
purchase a suitable gift for the child named on the tag
and then to return the wrapped gift with the child's
name tag to any usher by
Sunday, December 16th.
All gifts will be taken to CCS in time
to be delivered by Christmas.
Please contact Fred Morley at: 253-394-2120
for more details.

2018 Winter Concert
TODAY, Sunday, December 9th at 3:00 p.m.
St. Patrick Catholic Church
Featuring the works of
Hayden, Mendelssohn, Handel, Rachmaninov, Elgar,
Bach, Faure, Ticheli, Lauridsen, Gjeilo
and several traditional works.

After Masses this weekend,
December 8th and 9th
Parishioner, Isabelle Cooke
will be selling her
knitted and crocheted handiwork…
washcloths, ornaments, potholders.
.

All donations will benefit Saint Vincent de Paul.

Recitation of the Rosary
During Advent,
Sunday, December 2nd through December 23rd
at 10:20 a.m. (between the Sunday Masses),
we will be having a Recitation of the Rosary.
Join us on the left side of the Church facing Our Lady,
We have rosaries and booklets
for anyone who needs them.

Christmas Casting Call
At the Christmas Vigil Mass on Monday, December
24th at 5:00 p.m., children will present the Gospel story,
serve as lectors, carry up the Gifts, and help greet at
the door.
We are looking for children ages 5-12 to bring the
celebration to life. Children must attend two practices:
December 20th & 21st from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
To sign up, email Regina Keller at:
reginamkeller@gmail.com.
We also need parents to assist.
Be rewarded with school volunteer
hours, early Mass seating, and
priceless Christmas memories.
Join us in this beautiful
tradition!

COMMUNITY LIFE
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Be

If you live within the parish boundaries
of St. Patrick or St. Rita
and would like a ride
please call the Parish Center at 253-383-2783.

Project Rachel
Healing lives touched by abortion
If the emotional and spiritual wounds
of abortion have been sapping faith,
virtue and joy from your life,
enter a spiritual process for healing
that will change your life.
Reach out; we can help.
Come to a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat,
Find healing and peace for your soul.
Call for information on our next scheduled
Healing Retreat Weekend.
1-800-822-HOPE

2018 Contributions
To claim a donation on your 2018 tax return,
contributions must be received or
postmarked by December 31st.

Unsolicited Emails
It was recently brought to our attention that some parishioners received emails that appear to be from Father David
telling them about people needing financial assistance.
These are scam emails. Here are some tips to help you know whether such emails are legitimate.

1. As a rule, to always check the sender's email address and subject line and be cautious,
2.
3.
4.
5.

careful and suspicious.
Never click on any attachment from people you are not familiar with.
Father David will not initiate an email to anyone except to respond to emails sent to him.
Father David will not ask for gift cards or iTunes or other forms of cards that can be
monetized.
Father David will not randomly ask for financial help via email.
Please don't hesitate to contact the parish office if you receive anything suspicious.

ST. PATRICK
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St. Rita of Cascia Programs & Staff

St. Patrick Programs & Staff

Pastoral Leadership Team

Pastor: Rev. David Mulholland
ext. 4102 or fr.dmulholland@saintpats.org

Pastor

Rev. David Mulholland
253-274-4102

Parish Administrator
Office Assistant

Kevin Lovejoy
253-274-4104
Pam Smith
253-627-4851

Plant Manager

Dan Brands
253-759-2990

Ministry Leaders
Bible Study

Sr. Pauline Igoe, OP
253-627-4851

Holy Names Society

Mark Lewis
253-606-1696

Justice Works/Sacristy Yvonne Galati
and School of Religion 253-759-7750
Music Ministries

M.J. Lockemy
253-224-0949

Pastoral Council

Matt Jordan
253-564-8569

Prayer Line

Betty Benson
253-759-1766

St. Frances Sodality

Riley Smith
253-691-8217

Parish Administrator: Kevin Lovejoy
ext. 4104 or klovejoy@saintpats.org
Deacon: Bill Eckert
ext. 4100 or parish@saintpats.org
School Principal: Chris Gavin
272-2297 ext. 4131 or cgavin@saintspats.org
Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation: Kim Ward
ext. 4108 or kward@saintpats.org
Pastoral Assistant for Funerals, Liturgy & Pastoral Care:
Laura Dougherty
ext. 4109 or ldougherty@saintpats.org
Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization / Engagement:
Sandra Kuharic
ext. 4116 or skuharic@saintpats.org
Pastoral Assistant for Baptism : Amy Waller
ext. 4113 or baptism@saintpats.org
Pastoral Assistant for Music: Bob McKamey
ext. 4100 or parish@saintpats.org
Pastoral Assistant for Confirmation: Joe & Anna Skillman
ext. 4107 or confirmation@saintpats.org
Pastoral Assistant for Youth Ministry: Allison Verhofstadt
ext. 4107 or youth@saintpats.org

Sr. Kathleen Reilly, OP
253-627-6376

Parish / School Development Director:
Christy Johnson
ext.4118 or cjohnson@saintpats.org

Anointing of the Sick

3rd Tuesday of the month

Asst. Parish / School Development Director:
Meaghan Bihun
ext. 4115 or mbihun@saintpats.org

RCIA

Contact St. Patrick
253-383-2783

Confirmation

Contact St. Patrick
253-383-2783

Funerals

Contact St. Rita
253-627- 4851
253-

Visitation
Sacraments

Parish / School Information Technology:
Eugene Lao
272-2297 ext. 4111 or elao@saintpats.org
Maintenance: Gaylon Adams
ext. 4100 or gadams@saintpats.org
Parish / School Bookkeeper: Michelle Carpenter
ext. 4103 or mcarpenter@saintpats.org
Administrative Assistant / Bulletin: Mary Leverson
ext. 4100 or parish@saintpats.org

ST. RITA
PARISH OFFICE

ST. PATRICK
PARISH CENTER & OFFICES

1403 S Ainsworth Ave
Tacoma, WA 98405
Telephone: (253) 627- 4851
Email: office@stritastacoma.org

1001 North J Street
Tacoma, WA 98403
Telephone: (253) 383-2783
Email: parish@saintpats.org

Office Hours:
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Office Hours:
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (M-F)

For updates and useful links visit:
www.stritastacoma.org

For additional information visit:
www.saintpats.org

ST. RITA
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Our mission is to embrace
all who join us,
to nourish ourselves with
the Word,
the Eucharist,
and the Community
in alliance with the Jesuit charism,
and to go forth to proclaim and witness
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

“Peace is not the absence of trouble,
but the presence of Christ.”
Sheila Walsh

COMMUNITY LIFE

SOCIAL JUSTICE

As Christians we are called to help
the least of our brethren.

Immigrants and Refugees

Please consider contributing warm clothing for our
brothers and sisters who are struggling with staying
warm in these cold winter months.
We will donate them to Nativity House
and the I.C.E. Detention Center.
There is a box in the church vestibule
where we are collecting
jackets, hats, scarves, gloves, sweaters and warm
socks until December 16th.
Thank you for your caring and generosity.

Many of the people trying to enter the U.S. today
are fleeing abject poverty, violence, persecution or
a combination of reasons.
They are looking for a better, safer life for their families.
Approximately 2018 years ago another family
fled Bethlehem, fearing for the life of their child.
What would our world be like today if the Egyptians had
put up a wall, not allowing the Holy Family to enter Egypt?
Many of us are first or second generation Americans,
our forefathers came here looking for a better life
for themselves and their families.
How is that any different from those
trying to enter today?
The plaque on the Statue of Liberty in part says
“Give me your tired, your poor.
Your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free.
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless,
tempest-tossed to me.
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

ONLINE GIVING
If you haven’t tried Online Giving….
Maybe the time is NOW?!
To set up an online giving account, visit:
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1149
and follow instructions to create an online profile.

(New Colossus by Emma Lazarus)
As Catholics and Christians we need to ask ourselves
“What would Jesus do?”
and act accordingly.

Parish Stewardship 2018 / 2019
Last week’s collection - $2,414.
Year to date - $58,271

ST. RITA
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Give a ride or need a ride?
253-627-4851

Santa
visits
St. Rita’s

Do we have your updated information?
New Directory
We are updating our directory and need your help.
Wendi Pfannenstiel will be calling everyone to verify
their information, or you can email the office at:
office@stritastacoma.org
and in the subject line put new directory.
We would like to have the new directory out the
first of the year, please respond as soon as possible.
Thermostat: The thermostat in the church has been
programed for the heating season, please do not
change it as you could delete the program and cause
the system to not provide heat when it is needed. Thank
you.
Devotional Candles: To cover the cost of the candle
the suggested price is $5 for the large candles and $1
for the smaller candles.

Poinsettias
It’s the last week to get your order in
for poinsettias,
either for your home
or to decorate our Altar.
Forms are in the bulletin
and on the back table.

TRIVA
Under my reign as emperor of the Roman Empire, from 284 - 305 A.D., bishops, priests and deacons
were jailed and tortured, Christians massacred, and churches destroyed.
I appointed Maximian as my Augustus, or co-emperor in 286 A.D. Who am I?
A.) King Herod, B.) Pontius Pilot, C.) Nero, D.) Augustus Caesar E.) Diocletian
Answer to last week’s question:
The legend of Santa Clause is based on a neared Catholic Bishop from what modern-day country?
A.) Turkey. St. Nicholas was the bearded bishop of Myra in Asia Minor (now Turkey) in the 4 th century.
He was known for giving gifts and working miracles.

Church of St. Rita of Cascia - Like our Facebook Page!
Advertiser of the Month:

Domestic violence and sexual abuse awareness

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
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Saint Patrick Catholic School
Over a Century of Academic Excellence in the Catholic Tradition
Be it known to all who enter here that Christ is the reason for this school.
He is the unseen but ever-present teacher in the classroom
He is the model of its faculty and the inspiration of its students.

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
1112 North G Street, Tacoma, WA 98403
Telephone: (253) 272-2297 Email: office@saintpats.org
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The mission of St. Patrick Catholic School
is to nurture in its students an abiding Catholic faith
while pursuing academic excellence and modeling honesty,
respect, and service as dynamic members of our world community.
Join us for
Mass
with the
school Children.
Thursday
mornings
at 8:45 a.m.
in the Church.

SCRIP
will be available at
Sunday Social Hour
after the
9:00 a.m. Mass
every Sunday
until Christmas.

St. Patrick School
Christmas Program
December 19, 2018
6:30 p.m.
St. Patrick Church

CONGRATULATIONS
to our
7th & 8th grade Lego Robotics team,
Lucky Charms!
They won the Teamwork Award
at last weekend's competition in Auburn
and are headed to the state semi-finals
after Christmas!

Welcome Wednesday
December 12th
Email: school@saintpats.org
to schedule a tour.

ST. PATRICK
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Saint Patrick Parish invites all to a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ
through Eucharist, Prayer and Education, to become Disciples for a World Church.
Revised Mission Statement established March 2017

Welcome Visitors
Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope,
where everyone is welcomed… Pope Francis
Whether you came from across the country or a neighboring parish,
with joyful hearts we welcome you and thank you for visiting St. Patrick Catholic Church.
Our parish is a community of believers and a spiritual family that is supportive and loving.
It can be a place to grow spiritually, put your faith in action
and to use your gifts of time and talent as disciples of Christ.
For more information about our parish, to register or to ask a question visit our Welcome Desk in the Gathering Space before and after Mass.
You can also visit our website at: www.saintpats.org or call us at: 253-383-2783

Men's Prayer Group

Mom’s Group

Join us Friday mornings,
6:45-7:30 a.m. in the Church Hall
This Prayer Group is for men of all ages who want to
deepen their relationship with God within the context of
family life, work and our faith community.

The Mom’s Group at Saint Patrick Church
is where Catholic mothers can come together
and support each other in the aspects of life
we have in common - our faith and motherhood.

Mondays - 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
St. Patrick Parish Center

Moms (and caregivers) of all ages and stages
of life are welcome. Join us!
Catholic or Catholic curious? Practicing or not.
Our play group meets Wednesdays,
9:15 - 10:45 a.m.
in the St. Patrick Parish Center Youth Room.
Check our facebook page Catholic Moms Group for details.
Bring your kids, and a cup of coffee or tea!

December
Food Drive
Baby Food

Our Knights of Columbus Council
is actively recruiting new members.
If you are a Catholic man 18 years or older
please consider a vocation serving others as Jesus did.
Those interested please email,
Mike Prichard at: mprich56@gmail.com or
Joe Devlin at: Joe.Devlin@kofc809.org

Stephen Ministry
Going through a tough time emotionally or spiritually?
Struggling with a crisis or just feeling down?

Consider letting a Stephen Minister help.
A Stephen Minister is a member of our parish who is
trained to listen, care, encourage, pray and walk along
side you during difficult times. It’s confidential and free.
Contact Stephen Ministry at: 274 - 4110 or
stephenministry@saintpats.org
You’ll receive a response within 48 hours.
Please call 911 if it is an emergency.

ST. PATRICK
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Liturgy Line - Why No Gluten Free Hosts?
The Vatican has stated that hosts that are completely free of gluten are invalid
matter for the celebration of the Eucharist. Hosts valid for consecration must be
made with some degree of wheat.
St. Patrick Catholic Church does offer low gluten hosts. Anyone desiring to receive
such should approach the celebrating priests down the center of the aisle and verbally request the host.
Acknowledging that even the lowest amount of gluten can be harmful to someone
with Celiac Disease, it is important to remember that receiving the Precious Blood
from the cup alone is still a complete and valid reception of Eucharist and includes
the recipient in full communion with the rest of the congregation.

“As Long As It Takes”
We often get asked “how long do we keep people’s names in the Prayers of the Faithful at Mass?”
The short answer is “It Depends.” A more accurate answer is: “As long as it takes.”
In this earthly life, we really won’t know for certain the efficacy of Intercessory Prayer.
Nevertheless, as a faith community we often find ourselves on both the offering and receiving end of such prayers.
Who’s to say whether our prayers at Mass keep those who are ill with us for an additional time;
or whether knowing we are praying for them inspire and strengthen them to battle their illness;
or whether the prayers provide comfort to their family; or whether the value of the prayers lies with the “pray-ers”
who experience the simple comfort and joy of being able to pray for the well-being of someone else.
So keep praying for one another . . . . for “as long as it takes” to achieve whatever purpose it may serve.
Send us your prayers through our parish prayer line, or scribble it on a piece of paper in our prayer box
on the way into Mass, or light a candle near the Mary Altar.
Pray without ceasing. . . .

