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I was born and raised Catholic. Growing up we went to mass every Sunday but we never participated in any of the ministries or activities the church offered. We went to various churches in Seattle but for me, none of them felt like home. The same was true after we moved to Spokane. After high school, I attended Gonzaga University and finally after taking a Catholicism class from a priest that actually made me feel excited about being Catholic; I was confirmed at the age of 21.

Andrew and I moved to Tacoma in 2002 and found St Pat’s and attended occasionally until 2005 when I became pregnant with our first child, Gracie. We started attending regularly and the thing I remember most was being so amazed at how active St. Pat’s is and how involved families are here. Father Seamus knew everyone and we felt very welcome. I actually wanted to go to mass and get involved. After many years and parishes, we had finally found our home. 12 years later we have 3 children who were all baptized here. Gracie and Henry both made their First Reconciliation and First Communion here and attend St. Patrick School. Our youngest, Jack, will follow in a couple years. 

We look forward to Mass every Sunday and look forward to seeing our friends at Sunday Social Hour, the Lenten fish fries, the St. Nicholas festival, and many other church events. We have met many of our closest friends through various ministries and the school and it is amazing and wonderful to have the special connection of raising our children together in such a faith filled and active parish. 

Andrew

Like Betsy, I was also raised in a Catholic family from the get-go, but for most of my life I never considered it much more than a place to attend on Sunday mornings. It wasn't until Betsy was pregnant with our oldest, Gracie, that our perspective changed. Slowly, we started to become more involved, first with baptism preparation classes. However, it wasn’t until we ventured downstairs following Mass one Sunday morning and discovered Sunday Social Hour that our perspective on church life really began to change.

Ultimately, we would find ourselves making the decision to send our kids to St. Patrick’s School supported by a single-family income. This was an easy decision spiritually, but very difficult financially, especially knowing at the time that our middle child, Henry, would eventually be joining Gracie at school. Of course, that will turn into three tuitions once our youngest, Jack, is old enough. Now, six years later, there is no doubt that we made the right decision for our family.

It was at Sunday Social Hour that I was introduced to the Cubmaster of St. Patrick’s Cub Scout Pack. At the time, I was very interested in signing Henry up for Cub Scouts as this was a program that left a positive impression on my own life as a youth. Little did I know that I would become Phil’s successor less than a year after meeting him. Currently, with the help of a wonderful team of adult leadership, we are planning our 5th overnight campout since Henry joined 2-1/2 years ago.

Because of our family’s present condition, the Boileaus are most involved with the Youth Ministries. However, there are more than 60 ministries for all ages and people that the Archdiocese of Seattle and St. Patrick’s parish supports. Along with helping the archdiocese continue to meet basic living needs of those less fortunate than us, your pledge and contributions to the Annual Catholic Appeal support these ministries paving the way for a spiritual and social life that exists beyond the weekly obligation of attending Mass.

By now you should have received letters from Archbishop Sartain and the parish. Our goal this year, as set for us by the Archdiocese, is $116,000. Once we meet our diocesan goal, any contributions above that amount come back to the parish as a 100% rebate. Last year, we exceeded our goal and just recently used the amount in excess of our goal to award a contract to install a new handicap door into our church. It’s our hope to earn a similar rebate this year that we will use to upgrade the restrooms in our church.

You may ask, “How much should I consider contributing?”
This is a personal decision. Prayerfully consider your individual circumstances. The average archdiocesan gift last year was $343. Historically, parish gift amounts range from $5 to $5000. One way to look at it is giving a dollar a day through a pledge of $365. Or consider spreading the gift over the year with monthly payments. If you unable to contribute now, please pledge your prayers for our success. We are looking for 100% response from our parishioners whether you can contribute or not.

The Annual Catholic Appeal Campaign actually runs year-round starting in April, but we hope to close up our drive at St. Pats the weekend of June 10-11. With your participation and generous support today we can do that. 

Please join us in making a pledge to this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal. Thank you for your consideration.

To make your donation click on the link below
www.seattlearchdiocese.org/donate  
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