
 
 

 
            “Your light must shine before others that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Heavenly Father.”  

Mt 5:16 
 

Principal’s Message 
Snow Days are well behind us – we hope!  We delayed the start of school for two days due to dangerous driving 
conditions.  We do have well over the minimum 1000 hours required by the state built into our calendar, even with the 
closures.  Stay tuned should the weather turn cold again! 
 
The Science Fair is on February 12.  The middle school students always have such interesting projects and the 
classrooms great displays of learning.  Students in preschool through grade 5 may do individual science projects with 
family involvement.  Plan to tour the displays in the gym and in the classrooms.  PK-5 students must be with an adult. 
 
Parent Information and Contract Meeting is Tuesday, February 26, 6:30 p.m. in the gym.  If you are unable to attend 
the meeting that Tuesday, we will try to schedule a make-up date. We will have info about recent capital improvements, 
test scores, school budget and tuition increases, and registration packets.  Getting registration materials in by 8:30 a.m. 
March 11 qualifies you for the $200 Registration “Early Bird Special.” 
 
Annual Fund Appeal 2008-2009 kicks off with school registration each year.  We have now transitioned to a school year 
payment schedule with pledges made at the time of registration, but payments with the new pledges do not begin until 
August 2008.  The Annual Fund each year proceeds on the same schedule as tuition payments.  Parents register children 
and pledge to AF in February and both tuition payments and pledge money do not start until August 2008.  Those wishing 
to make monthly AF payments may make them August through May – the same as tuition. 
 
Our goal for the 2008-2009 school year is $200,000.  A reminder to school families: if we meet this goal we will be able 
to eliminate most of our other fund raisers (i.e. magazine sales, wreath sale, cookie dough, etc).  We still hope to meet our 
goal during the 2007-2008 school year in order to eliminate these fundraisers next year.  In the past we have generated 
about $250 per student in AF pledges, but need $400 per student to meet our goal.  AF is disbursed 50% budget, 30% 
Endowment, and 20% Capital Improvements.  Please be generous. 
 
Teacher Assignments/Parent Requests Policy Reminder: The administration and faculty of St. Patrick School work for 
educating the whole child and instructional decisions are made based both on the individual needs of children as well as 
the needs of the greater community of students.  Class placement is made very thoughtfully by the sending classroom 
teacher in collaboration with the principal. 
 
There are many factors taken into consideration when developing class lists for the upcoming school year.  It is the goal to 
create balanced classrooms that best meet the needs of all of the students in the class.  These include, but are not limited 
to: academic strengths and challenges, special needs, boy/girl ratio, behavior needs. 

 
Parents or guardians may make class placement requests in extenuating circumstances based on the needs of their child.  
The specific needs of the child must be listed.  These requests are to be made in writing  to the principal by April 1 st each 
school year.  Requests for a child to be placed with a specific teacher will not be considered. The final decision of class 
placement is made by the principal.   
 
Class placements are finalized the weekend prior to the start of the new school year.  Class lists will be posted on the last 
working day before school starts in the fall. 
 
Tuition Assistance Applications 
Tuition Assistance Application forms are available in the school office and must be returned to us by no later that March 
7th.  Do not send the form to the Archdiocese.  When returning the form, please be sure to attach copies of ALL required 
documents. 
�
�

Blarney Stone �  February 8, 2008 
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Photos from Rite of Illumination 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Message from the Parish Office 
Please remember… that per your school contract, all families requesting “In-Parish” tuition must be registered at St. 
Patrick Church and have a current Sacrificial Giving Commitment Card turned in to the Parish Office each year. 
 
Before you can register for the 2008/09 school year and request “In-Parish” Tuition, all families must turn in a Sacrificial 
Giving Commitment card. Your “In-Parish” status is determined after verifying that your 2008 Commitment Card has 
been turned in to the Parish Office. If you are not sure if you have filled one out for 2008, please check with the School 
Office or call the Parish Office. 
 
Children's Liturgy Ministry 
The Children’s Liturgy Ministry needs help at the 8:30 am Mass for the 5-12 year old group. We currently have 
two teams but still need two more teams of at least two people (preferably more).  We simply need people 
willing to lead the children (no teaching involved) in the weekly readings and help facilitate a discussion.  If 
you plan on attending the 8:30 a.m. Mass and could possibly commit to one week out of every four, please 
consider this ministry.  Thank you.  Maureen Millie – milliefamily5@harbornet.com or call the Parish Center at 
383-2783. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
CELEBRATING HOPE  

NATIVITY HOUSE ANNUAL GALA 
AUCTION 

FEBRUARY 23, 2008 
 

COME AND SUPPORT THE EFFORTS TO 
PROVIDE HOPE TO THE HOMELESS IN 

PIERCE COUNTY  
 
 

LANDMARK CONVENTION CENTER, 
TACOMA 

CONTACT: CINDY MCNABB (253)779-
9248 FOR TICKET AND DONATION 

INFORMATION 
 

Used uniform sale will be available at 
Parent Contract Night 

February 26  
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From Saint Patrick Library 
 

Vroom, vroom …, it is time for the reading road trip book fair. The fair will be open 
starting Saturday the 23. Reading is an adventure, a vacation, a trip of the imagination, so 
make sure to make a pit stop at the reading road trip book fair.        
  Saturday and Sunday  10:00 – 2:00 
  Monday – Wednesday 8:00 – 4:00 
  Wednesday evening  5:30 - 7:00 

     Thursday    10:00 – 4:00 
     Friday    8:00 – 4:00 
   Volunteers are needed during all times including Friday, 2/22 for set-up. 
 
Be Comfortable in your genes . . . 
Child & Family Guidance Center presents:  Eating Disorders Awareness Week, February 25-29, 2008 
Free for Parents, Teachers and Coaches: 
  Prevention of Eating Disorders, Monday, February 25th, 6 - 8 p.m. 
Free for Students: 
  Roundtable Discussion:  Education, Prevention and Treatment, Friday, Feb. 29th, 3-5 pm 
For more information or to sign up call (253) 565-4484 or check out our website at www.cfgcpc.org  
 
NCEA Distinguished Graduate Award 
Each year the National Catholic Educational Association honors the achievements of Catholic elementary 
school graduates throughout the United States. The NCEA’s Distinguished Graduate Award is given in 
recognition of an alumni member who has made a significant contribution to American society and/or the 
Catholic Church which reflects favorably on the education that person received at his or her Catholic 
Elementary School.   
 
St. Patrick School would like to recognize: 

 
Lawrence McNerthney 

 
·  1953 Graduate of St. Patrick Parish School, 1957 Graduate of Bellarmine 

Prep, Graduate of Gonzaga Law School 
·  Successful law practice and co-founder and owner of Financial Pacific Co. 

an equipment leasing Company  
·  Established the St. Patrick School Molly McNerthney Ross Tuition 

Endowment after the sudden loss of their daughter 
·  Has participated as a member of School Commission, Parish Council and Catholic Community Services.  
·  Currently serves on the planning committee for Frank Toby Jones Retirement Center. 
Lawrence along with his wife Millie are active members of the St. Patrick School and Parish communities. 
Lawrence followed his father by attending St. Patrick School. Lawrence and Millie’s children attended St. 
Patrick School and now their grandchildren are here.  

 
CYO 2008 Summer Camp Brochure 
A copy of the brochure was sent home to each family this week (not each child).  CYO has funds available to 
aid families who could not otherwise afford the full cost of camp.  They do not want finances to prohibit any 
child from attending camp.  If you haven't received your copy of the camp brochure, stop by the office or give 
us a call and we will send another one home. 
 



WE NEED YOU! 
PARENT VOLUNTEERS FOR 
GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 2008 

MARCH 14 
 

Grandparents’ Day is on Friday, March 14, and we need your help.  Your gifts of time, energy, and/or 
food are what make this day such a fun and successful event.  Also, it’s a great way to earn commitment hours 
AND see the musical programs if you donate your time to help on the 14th! 

 
Below please find a listing of areas in which parents’ assistance will be needed.  Check those areas that 

you would like to be involved in and return the completed form to me at school as soon as possible.  Please 
contact me at rhannes@saintpats.org if you have any questions.  I will send a confirmation of your duties 
about a week before the event. 

 
As much appreciated helpers with Grandparents’ Day, we would also like to extend to you a special 

invitation to watch the musical programs: 11:30 for Kindergarten through grade 3; 1:30 for grades 4 – 8, 6th 
Grade Chime Choirs, 6th Grade Vocal Choir, 7/8 Grade Vocal Ensemble, and Advanced Band.  Each program 
lasts about an hour. 
      Ramona Hannes 
 
___ STAGE SET-UP Please meet in the school gym at 11:00 on Sunday, March 9. The project should take 
 2 to 3 hours.  I will have coffee and donuts available.  Heavy lifting is involved.  Earns double 
 commitment hours. 
 
___ STAGE TAKE-DOWN  Please meet in the school gym at 7:30 a. m. on Saturday, March 15. The 
 project should take 2 to 3 hours.  I will have coffee and donuts available.  Heavy lifting is involved.  
 earns double commitment hours. 
 
___  ANSWER PHONES RE: GRANDPARENTS’ DAY in the school office on Friday, March 14, 8:00 – 
 11:00.  You will need to be very familiar with the details of the day; I will provide you with information. 
 
___ GREETER AT WELCOME/CHECK-IN TABLES , Friday, March 14 
 ___ 9:45 – 11:30  
 ___ 11:15 – 1:30 
 
___ ADULT SERVER AT TEA , Friday, March 14 
 ___ 10:15 – 1:00 
 ___ 12:30 – 3:00 
  
___ ADULT KITCHEN HELP , Friday, March 14 – no cooking involved. Report to the school kitchen at 
 8:30 a. m.  Pick up disposable aprons and nametags at a table set up near the gym door that leads to the 
 Kindergarten hallway. We will have disposable gloves available for you. 
 
 
___ DECORATING AND SET-UP 
 ___ Wednesday, March 12, 1:20 – 3:00.  Set up tables and chairs, with student assistance. 

___ Thursday, March 13, 3:00 – 6:00 (?).We will be covering tables with    butcher paper, putting out 
placemats and other table decorations, etc.  We will also be decorating the stage. 

__ Friday, March 14, 8:30 – 10:30. We may need your help later in the morning to serve the first 
tea, as we often are short of adult help.  Please refer to the section “Adult Server”. 

 



___ HELP DENISE LUCAS WITH BALLOON RAINBOW , Friday, March 14 
 Meet Denise at 7:30 a. m. to fill balloons from a helium tank and hand to Denise.   
 Begin learning how to create the rainbow. 
 
___ CLEAN-UP, Friday, March 14, 2:30 – 5:00  

Duties include: clearing tables as soon as the second musical program ends and guests have left their 
seats.  We will save table numbers, table tents, and rocks.  Flowers and market buckets will be moved to 
the table behind the blue screen.  All balloons will be put in the REACH office and then popped – no 
balloons given to students, please.  Empty cups, plates, used tableware, etc. can be rolled up in the 
butcher paper for disposal in garbage cans.  Then, tables need to be broken down and stacked and chairs 
put carefully into racks.  Finally, garbage on the floor needs to be addressed.  Earns double commitment 
hours.  Heavy lifting is involved. 

 
___ KITCHEN CLEAN-UP , Friday, March 14, 2:30 – 5:00 
 Help return the kitchen to “pristine” condition.  Earns double commitment hours. 
 
___ WORK AT HOME PROJECTS  
 I will send materials home with your child on Friday, March 7.  I would appreciate having completed 
 items returned March 12.  I usually don’t have many of these projects. 
  
___ DONATE SWEET BREADS/MUFFINS 
 Please send the items to school on disposable platters by 3:00 Thursday, March 13, or 8:30 on Friday, 
 March 14.  Costco-type 3-packs of sweet breads or muffin packages work very well.  Please indicate 
 what you plan to send:  
    _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
  _______________________________________  Parent Name (printed) 
 
  _______________________________________  Student Name/Grade 
 
  _______________________________________  Phone Number 

*************************************************** *********
*************************************************** ********* 

 

Catholic Schools Essay’s “Light the Way”  
 
Winners 
Mari Brown 
Peter Gernon 
Bebhinn Gilbert 
Lauren Hilger 
Meghan Hilger 
Anna Joyce 
Dan Joyce 
Jane Manley 
Erin McCune 
Madison Peterson 
Madison Rich 
Ian Staeheli 

All the essays were very well written and 
put a great “light”  on Catholic Schools. 
We had many students read their essays at 
different Masses.  
 
Thank all of you for your participation! 

Runners up  
Alex Bohlman 
Giuliana Girolami 
Sekai Hill 
Hollie Joyce 
Nick Joyce 
Tommy Martin 
Eve Pugsley 
Rebecca Sawatzki 
Charlie Shields 
Brian Ward 
 

 


